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along the southern border of Brazil, where wild relatives of cassava are 

currently found. 

Cassava was the staple crop of the Amerindians of South America when the 
Portuguese arrived in 1500 just south of what is known as Bahia, Brazil. The 

Amerindians living in the area were the Tupinamba, who relied on cassava as a 
dietary staple, processing it into bread and meal using techniques similar to 

those still used by Amerindians in the twenty‐first century. 

When the Portuguese began to import slaves from Africa in about 1550, they 

used cassava in the form of meal to provision their ships and began cultivating 

cassava at their stations along the coast of West Africa soon afterward. From 
their stations near the mouth of the Congo River, cassava diffused to all of 

central Africa. The Portuguese were also responsible for introducing cassava to 

East Africa, Madagascar, India, Ceylon, Malaya, and Indonesia by the 1700s. 

Cassava was probably first introduced into Asia during Spanish occupation of 
the Philippines and was distributed throughout tropical Asia by the beginning of 

the nineteenth century. Expansion of cassava cultivation was pushed by colonial 
administrators who saw cassava as a famine reserve (especially the Dutch in 

Java, and the British in India), and as an export commodity (Malaya and Java in 

the 1850s). 


