The East London Garden Society
Plant Facts

Geranium

The Geranium, as it is commonly known, is of the species ‘Pelargonium’.
Geranium is the correct botanical name of the separate species that contains
the related Cranesbills.

The first species of Pelargonium known to be cultivated was Pelargonium triste,
a native of South Africa. You can distinguish between the two by looking at the
flowers. Geranium has symmetrical flowers whilst Pelargonium has irregular or
maculate petals.

The name ‘cranesbill’ originates from the appearance of the seed-



