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eradication of it. All parts of the plant and any soil contaminated with it are 
classified as controlled waste and must be removed and disposed of by a 

licensed waste control operator. 

It is not an offence to have Japanese Knotweed on your land and it is not a 

notifiable weed. However, under Section 14(1) and (2), of the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981 it is a criminal offence to plant Japanese Knotweed or 

otherwise cause it to grow in the wild. However, it is a defence to a prosecution 
to prove that all reasonable steps were taken, and all due diligence was 

exercised by the landowner. 

The removal, eradication and disposal of the weed may be expensive but given 

that it's presence can impede the sale of your property and/or affect the value, 
a least-risk approach is to have it removed by licensed contractors and properly 

disposed of.


